Side 7 - Masha, Medvedenko, Polina, Konstantin (silent)

ACT FOUR

-

Tivo years have passed.

One of the reception rooms in Sorin’s house, turned into a study by
Konstantin. Doors leading to inner rooms, and a glass door leading on

to the verandah. Apart from the usual drawing-room Sfurniture there is a
writing desk in the corner and an ottoman. There is a bookcase, and books
lie on windowsills and on chairs.

1t is evening. One lamp lit. Semi-darkness. The sound of the wind
shaking trees and howling in the chimneys. The night-watchman is heard

4 on his round, knocking on a plank. Medvedenko and Masha enter.

|, Start

I’ MASHA (calls)  Konstantinl—Hello!—are you here? No.The old
man keeps asking for him, ‘Where’s Kostya?, where’s Kostya?-—every
minute. He’s lost without him.

MEDVEDENKO He gets frightened being on his own. This awful
weather ... . for the second day . ..

Masha turns up the lamp.
MASHA There’re waves on the lake, really big ones.

MEDVEDENKO  It’s so dark outside. Somebody should get that stage
pulled down ... It’s standing out there naked and ugly as a skeleton,
the curtain flapping in the wind . .. Last night when I passed it, it
sounded as if someone was crying inside.

MASHA Someone crying...?
MEDVEDENKO Let’s be getting home, Masha.
MASHA I'm staying the night.

MEDVEDENKO Come on, Masha—the baby’s probably hungry—
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MASHA Rot. Matryona will feed him anyway.

MEDVEDENKO Poor little mite. This’ll be three nights without his
mother.

MASHA What a bore you've turned out to be. At least one used to
get a bit of philosophy with it but now it’s all the baby—come on
home—the baby—come on home—that’s all I hear.

MEDVEDENKO Well, come on home, Masha.

MASHA You go.

MEDVEDENKO Your father won't give me a horse.

MASHA Yes, he will if you ask him.

MEDVEDENKO  Perhaps I will. So you’ll come tomorrow, then?
Masha takes snuff.

MASHA Yes—yes—tomorrow. Don't you ever let up?

Konstantin and Polina come in. Konstantin carries pillows and a blanket
and Polina bed linen, they put them on the ottoman, then Konstantin
goes to his desk and sits down.

What's this for, Mama?

POLINA Piotr Nikolayevich wants his bed made up in Kostya’s
room.

MASHA [I'll help], let me have that.

POLINA  Old people are like children. (She walks up to the desk and
looks at a manuscript.)

MEDVEDENKO Well, I'll be off, then. Goodbye, Masha. (He kisses
Masha’s hand.) Goodbye, Mother. (He tries to kiss Polina’s hand.)

POLINA Well, get along if you're going.
MEDVEDENKO Well, goodbye, Konstantin Gavrilovich.

Konstantin gives him his hand in silence. Medvedenko goes out.
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POLINA Who'd have thought, Kostya, [that] there was a proper
writer in you?—and now, thank the Lord, you're starting to get
money from the magazines. And you've got so handsome . .. Dear
Kostya, be nicer to my little Masha.

Masha is making the bed.
MASHA Leave him alone, Mama.

POLINA  She’s a good girl. (Pause.) Women only need a kind glance
now and then, Kostya. I should know.

Konstantin gets up from the table and goes out in silence.

MASHA  Now you've annoyed him. What did you have to pester
him for?

POLINA [ feel so sorry for you, Mashenka.
MASHA Well, you don’t have to be.
POLINA My heart really aches for you. I'm not blind.

MASHA  Oh, it’s all foolishness. A hopeless love is just something
you read about. It’s nonsense. All you have to do is get hold of
yourself, not sit waiting for something to change like waiting for the
weather. If love worms its way intoyour heart, dig it out. Semion’s
been promised a transfer to another district. Once we're there I'll
forget it all—tear it out of my heart by the roots.

Tivo rooms away a melancholy waltz:is being played.
POLINA That’s Kostya [playing]. He does that when he’s unhappy.
Masha noiselessly does two or three turns of the waltz.

MASHA The main thing is not to have him under my nose all the
time, Mama. Believe me, when Semion gets his transfer Ill forget
him in a month. End

The door opens. Dorn and\ledvegerko push Sorin in in his wheelchair,

MEDVEDENKO ['ve got six ths to feed now, and flour at two
kopecks a pound.
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